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Dear Montana Educator,

The Montana Standards for Social Studies and the We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution unite to provide teachers multiple opportunities to “foster citizenship™ in
students. Not surprisingly, numerous positive correlations exist between content
standards 1, 2, 4, 6 and the We the People_.. project.

Since Fall 2000, Montana Standards for Social Studies have been available through the
Office of Public Instruction, thanks to the efforts of the Montana Board of Public
Education. Using the teacher-friendly benchmarks format from the standards document,
correlating We the People... units, lessons, and/or activities are listed for each standard
component. A unit may comply with more than one benchmark. Additionally, for
teachers in many districts, the United States History curriculum may not be introduced
until grade five. The We the People... elementary materials are written for grades four
through six, and the correlations for this level appear in the “End of Grade 47 column.
The project’s culminating activity, a simulated congressional hearing, meets numerous
benchmark objectives..

For educators already familiar with We the People__, it is reassuring that the project meets
the expectations of the Montana Board. For teachers new to the program  We the
People... was funded by the U.S. Department of Education by an act of Congress as part
of Bicentennial commemorations for the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
Information on obtaining classroom materials and other programs may be accessed
through the Center for Civic Education/5146 Douglas Fir Road/Calabasas, CA 91302/1-
800-350-4223/e-mail cce(@civiced org/www.civiced.org.

Enjoy We the People... knowing that many of the standards are being met. Feel free to
add to this correlation document and make it your own.

Sincerely,

Janice K. Bishop
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Content Standard 4 continued. Students will:

4. identify and describe famous people,
important democratic values (e.g., democracy,
freedom, justice) symbols (e.g., Montana and

- ULS. flags, state Nower) and holidays, in the
history of Montana, American Indian tribes,
and the United States,

. Examples:

-+ Lesson 2 Student Text “Why did the
Founders Think We Needed a Government?"
Students learn founders beliefs about rights,

+«  Lesson 5 5T "How Did the Founders Use
Their Ideas in the Declaration of
Independence?” Teacher's Guide--Optional
Activitles (p, 18). Students research the
commities who wrote the Declaration,

¢ Lesson T ST "How Did the Philadelphia
Convention Begin?' Students meet the
delegates

= Lesson |4 TG--Op, Act. (p. 49) Studenis
research lives of famous justices,

= Lesyon 17 TG-Op, Act. (p. 58) Studenis
research early religious dissenters.

= Lesson 18 TG--Op. Act. (p. 60) Studenis
research civil rights struggles of blacks,
American Indians, Asians, women, and
Hispanics,

¢ Lesson 20 8T "How Does the Constitution
Protect Your Right to Vote?' Students learn
about the struggle for voting nights.

5. identifly and ilustrate how technologies have

impacted the course of history (e.g., energy,

transportation, communications).

Examples.

¢ Lesson 16 TG=-Op. Act. (p. 55) Students
search media with regard (o freedom of
expression

*  Lesson 22 TG=<Op. Act. (p. 73) Students

eximine medi o determime importani

issues,

4, identify significant events and people and
important democratic values (e.g., freedom,

| equality, privacy) in the major

eras/eivilizations of Montana, American
Indian, United States, and world history.

Examples.

*  We the Peapie text in ils enlirety,

*  [Lesson | Teacher's Guide--Optional
Activities (p. 3. Students learn about John
Locke,

*  Lesson 9 TG--Op. Act. (p. 26) Students
research the founders,

¢ Lesson 16 TG--Op. Act.(p. 47) Students
research John Hancock and Edmund
Randolph.

= Lesson 17 TG--Op. Act. (p. 49) Studenis
rescarch Anti-Federalists,

5, identify major scientific discoveries and
technological innovations and deservibe their
social and economic effects on society,

Examples:

*  Lesson 2 Teacher's Guide--Optional
Activities (p. 6) asks students 1o bring
examples of media accounts of government
actions that might be considered service to
the common wellare or "corrupt,’

¢ Lesson 9 TG--Op. Act. (p. 27) Siudents
analyze the impact of newspapers on
atlitdes

¢ Lesson 23 TG--Op, Act, (p. 6%) engapes
students in censorship concerns in three
achivities

*  Lesson 27 TG--Op. Act. (p. 91) teaches
studenis that they gel due process information
from television.

4. analyze the significance of important
people, events, and ideas (e.g., political and
intellectual leadership, inventions, discoveries,
the arts) in the major eras/civilizations in the

- history of Montana, American Indian tribes,
- the United States, and the world.

Examples;

Uit One: "What Are the Philosophical and
Histerical Foundations of the American
Political System? In Lessons 1-9 this uni
introduces students 1o ideas and events tha
shaped the Constitution and Bill of Rights

= Unit Twa: "How Did the Framers Create the
Constitution”" This unit introduces the who,
what, why and how of the Constitution,

* Uit Fowr, "How Have the Protections of (he
Bill of Rights Been Developed and
Expanded? This unit examines the Civil
War and the Civil Righis movement

5. analyre issues (e, freedom and equality,
liberty and order, vegion and nation, diversity
and civic duiy) using historical evidence to
form and support a reasoned position.

: Examples

= Lesson 24 Student Text (p, 126) “What do
you think™ and “Critical Thinking™ ask
siudents 10 take positions on the Civil War
Amendmenis

«  Lesson 26 Studem Text (p. 138) “Critical
Thinking™ asks students 1o examing actions
al D ang ane to take a position on civil
disobedience

= Lesson 28 Student Text "To What Exienl
Can the Law Correct Injustice and Other
Problems in Amencan Society?” Students
“take, defend, and evaluate positions on
issues involving allirmative action ”
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Montana Standards for Social Studies

Content Standard 1 - Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply
social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Content Standard 2 - Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority
and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.

Content Standard 3 - Students make informed decisions based on geographic understanding (e.g.,
location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Content Standard 4 - Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and
change on historical perspectives and relationships.

Content Standard 5 - Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic
principles of distribution, exchange and consumption.

Content Standard 6 - Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and
cultural diversity on societies.



Alignment of Montana Standards for Social Studies to Project Citizen Standards

July, 2003

Project Citizen
Step 1
Identify public policy problems in your community
Students read about and discuss problems found in communities in the United States. They realize that these problems are often
dealt with by their government. They work in small groups to identify a variety of problems in their community and discuss them

with their classmates, friends, and family to learn more about the problems. In so doing, the students will gain enough information
to make an intelligent choice of one specific problem to study.

Alignment with:

+ Content Standard 1
¢ Content Standard 2
+ (Content Standard 3
+  (Content Standard 6

Examples:

Standard I - The class will arrive at one real world community problem on which to work.

Standard 2 - Students will understand the steps they must follow in order to create public policy.

Standard 3 - After discussing the problems with neighbors, friends, family, and classmates, the students will understand the
reasons that they can work on some problems, but others are beyond their reach. I

Standard 6 - Students will understand that in order to solve a problem the must interact with a variety of people, do surveys or
questionnaires, etc. to understand the impact their policy will have on others.




Alignment of Montana Standards for Social Studies to Project Citizen Standards

July, 20003

Project Citizen
Step 2
Selecting a problem for class study.
After discussing the various community problems on the class list, the students will be able to make an intelligent choice of one
problem on which to work on to develop a public policy.

Alignment with:

+ Content Standard 1
+ (Content Standard 3
+  Content Standard 4

Examples:

+ Standard 1 - The class will evaluate information which they have gathered, regarding the problems, to arrive at one on which to
*

they will need to interact to begin creating a policy.
+

currently, and why it must be changed.




Alignment of Montana Standards for Social Studies to Project Citizen Standards

July, 2003

Project Citizen
Step 3
Gathering information on the problem the class will study
Students consider a variety of sources of information and decide which sources will best address the class problem. The class is
divided into research teams for gathering information. Students will complete the “Documentation Form™ to record information.

Alignment with:

+  (Content Standard 2
+ (Content Standard 3
+  Content Standard 6

Examples:

Standard 2 - Each student will understand that he/she has a responsibility to assist in gathering information,

Standard 3 - Students will decide which sources of information will be most helpful and with whom they must interact to gather
information.

Standard 6 - The students will understand why they must gather information from a variety of resources

and how human interaction may make a difference in the solution at which they arrive.




Alignment of Montana Standards for Social Studies to Project Citizen Standards

July, 204013

Project Citizen ||

Step 4
Developing a class portfolio
Students will be divided into four groups. Each group will be responsible for developing one part of the portfolio. |’

Group 1: Explains the problem the class has chosen to study, and explains why the problem is important.

Group 2: Explains the present policy and alternative policies which are designed to solve the problem,

Group 3: Develops and justifies one public policy which the majority of the class agrees to support; it may not violate our constitution.

Group 4: Develops an action plan based on class involvement. Included will be the steps that will need to be taken to get the policy accepted and
implemented by the government, "

Alignment with:
¢ (Content Standard 1
+ Content Standard 2

Examples:
Standard 1 - In their groups, the students will access, synthesize and evaluate information which they gathered and decide which
pieces can be used for their section of the portfolio.
Standard 2 - Students will understand that people can create and change policies
by going through the correct channels of
government, and by properly recording information. They will understand that ||
civic responsibility means being well-informed and properly informing others about changes.




Alignment of Montana Standards for Social Studies to Project Citizen Standards

July, 2003

Project Citizen
Step 5
Presenting the portfolio
Students will present their project before and audience. It may be made in front of a three or four person panel which represents

portfolio.

Alignment with:
+  Content Standard 1
¢+ (Content Standard 6

Examples:
Standard 1 -
thoroughly understand their section in order to comfortably present it to the audience
and answer any gquestions.
Standard 6 - The students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the project and be able to explain each
piece to the audience. The students will gain an understanding of how this may impact different people, based on
the questions asked of them.




Alignment of Montana Standards for Social Studies to Project Citizen Standards

July, 2003

Project Citizen
Step 6
Reflecting on the learning experience.
Students will reflect on the experiences they had while completing Project Citizen. The reflection section
of the portfolio will describe what each group learned, how they learned, and what they might do differently if they were to develop

another portfolio. Reflecting will be individual as well as group. Topies discussed will be teamwork, problem-solving, and what
students learned about public policy.

Alignment with:

+ Content Standard 1
+ (Content Standard 2
+  Content Standard 6

Examples:
Standard 1 - Students will evaluate what they have learned about public policy, working as an individual
and a team, and the entire Project Citizen process.
Standard 2 - The students will analyze each portion of the project and discuss any changes they would make if they were to
create another portfolio.
Standard 6 - In evaluating the project, teamwork, etc., the students will demonstrate an understanding of the impact
and importance of human interaction.
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