Civitas Lessons on Democracy

When Should You Speak Up?
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in Alaska, East Russia, Nigeria, and Mauritius under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The lesson writers are Phyllis Bowie and Mary Bristol. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Mary Bristol (akbristol@gci.net) and international@civiced.org.
Grade Level/Age: Upper Elementary
Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Responsibility, Human Rights
Lesson Description:  Standing up for one’s convictions is an important character trait for citizens in a democracy.  This lesson uses fiction and an historical example to create an opportunity for students to analyze and develop this trait.

Lesson Purpose:  In this lesson students learn how a citizen can make a difference by taking a stand based upon their convictions.
Lesson Outcomes:  At the end of this lesson students will understand what it means to take a stand based on one’s convictions and will have examined their own ideas about this.
Terms and Concepts to Understand:

Discrimination

Indigenous

Equal rights

Custom

Content Standards Met by this Lesson:

National Standards for Civics and Government

Grades 5-8

V.  What are the Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy?

C. What are the responsibilities of citizens?

1. Personal responsibilities. Students should be able to evaluate, take, and defend positions on the importance of personal responsibilities to the individual and to society.

2. Civic responsibilities. Students should be able to evaluate, take, and defend positions on the importance of civic responsibilities to the individual and society.

Content and Instructional Strategies:   
A. Pose this question:  When should you speak up about something you think is important in your community?   Let students share some answers without commenting on them.

B.  Read the picture book Pearl Moscowitz’s Last Stand by Arthur A. Levine.
Pearl Moscwitz takes a stand when the city government tries to chop down the last gingko tree on her street.
C. Apply your skills:

With a partner, answer these questions. (Either post them on the board or use Attachment 1: Taking a Stand Analysis Handout.)
1. What was the problem Pearl was concerned about?

2. What did Pearl do?

3. Why did she do that?

4. What was the result?

5. What do you think about what Pearl did?

D. Discuss the answers students have given.  Refer to the book to clarify anything.

E. Historically there have been many who have taking a stand based on their convictions.  In Alaska one such person was Elizabeth Peratrovich.  Read the biography of Elizabeth Peratrovich (Attachment 2).
F. Vocabulary:

Discrimination

Indigenous

Equal rights

Custom

G. Apply your skills:  

With a partner, answer these questions. (Either post them on the board or use Attachment 1: Taking a Stand Analysis Handout.)

1. What was the problem Elizabeth was concerned about?

2. What did Elizabeth do?

3. Why did she do that?

4. What was the result?

5. What do you think about what Elizabeth did?

H. Discuss the answers students have given.  Refer to the biography to clarify anything.

I. Use what you know:

In a group discuss these questions and be ready to report your thinking to the class.

1. Is there something that you think needs to be changed in your community?

2. What are some things that could be done to help make this change?

3. What could you do to help make this change?

Reviewing and Using the Lesson: Go back to the initial question that was posed and see what additional information students add.  
* When should you speak up about something you think is important in your community? 

Then discuss these additional questions:
* What is the responsibility of citizens to take stands based on their convictions?

* How can one person make a difference?

* What are the traits of a citizen taking a leadership role?

Extending the Lesson: Create a resolution to honor someone who has taken on the responsibilities of a citizen by taking a stand. (Attachment 3 with the resolution from the Anchorage School District School Board is included as an example of a resolution.)
Teachers could refer to current events and ask students to identify people who are taking a stand based on their convictions.
Enrichment: Additional resources can be found at:  
www.asdk12.org/events/peratrovich.asp
www.Alaskool.org
Assessment: Discussion participation and answers to questions on the Taking a Stand Analysis Handout.
Handouts:

· Attachment 1: Taking a Stand Analysis Handout

· Attachment 2: Student Handout: Elizabeth Wanamaker Peratrovich

· Attachment 3: Anchorage School District: Resolution Honoring Elizabeth Peratrovich Day

This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Mary Bristol (akbristol@gci.net). 
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