Civitas Lessons on Democracy

What is Civic Responsibility? Student Views from Around the World
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by the Civitas Eurasia partnership under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The lesson contributors are Tracey Newell and Thomas Vontz. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Thomas S. Vontz (tvontz@ksu.edu) and international
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Grade Level/Age: Middle School, Grades 6, 7, or 8
Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Responsibility
Duration: 45 minutes

Lesson Description: Students work with an international student survey on what it means to be a good citizen. In the process, they learn to associate certain behaviors with responsibility, explore their own beliefs about civic responsibility, and compare their beliefs with those of other students in the United States and around the world. 
Lesson Purpose: Civic responsibility is one of several important types of responsibility that people are expected to assume as they mature. But what is civic responsibility? What are the specific behaviors associated with it? What beliefs have your students begun to form about the behaviors they associate with civic responsibility? How do those beliefs compare with the beliefs of other middle and high school students around the world? This lesson invites students to explore their emerging beliefs about the importance of various civic behaviors. They also will distinguish between personal and civic responsibilities and consider what motivates people to fulfill their civic responsibilities.  

This lesson addresses the following standards in the National Standards for Civics and Government (Grades 5–8):
5.C.2 Civic responsibilities. Students should be able to evaluate, take, and defend positions on the importance of civic responsibilities to the individual and society.  To achieve this standard, students should be able to evaluate the importance of commonly held civic responsibilities, such as: 

· obeying the law 

· paying taxes 

· respecting the rights of others 

· being informed and attentive to public issues 

· monitoring political leaders and governmental agencies and taking appropriate action if their adherence to constitutional principles is lacking 

· deciding whether and how to vote 

· participating in civic groups 

· performing public service 

· serving as a juror 

· serving in the armed forces 

· explain the meaning of civic responsibilities as distinguished from personal responsibilities 

· evaluate when their responsibilities as Americans require that their personal rights and interests be subordinated to the public good 

· evaluate the importance for the individual and society of fulfilling civic responsibilities 

· identify and evaluate contemporary issues that involve civic responsibilities

This lesson addresses the following 21st Century Skills:

Civic Literacy

· Exercising the rights and obligations of citizenship at local, state, national and global levels

· Understanding the local and global implications of civic decisions

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

· Effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims and beliefs 

· Analyze and evaluate major alternative points of view 

· Synthesize and make connections between information and arguments 

· Interpret information and draw conclusions based on the best analysis

· Reflect critically on learning experiences and processes

Lesson Outcomes: By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

· define responsibility

· distinguish between personal and civic responsibilities

· evaluate the civic responsibilities they value most

· compare the civic responsibilities they value most with their classmates and with students in different countries

Curriculum Area(s): Social Studies, including Civics and Culture Studies
Terms and Concepts to Understand: 

Civic Responsibility

Personal Responsibility

Obligation

Materials and Handouts Required: 

Handout 1: Civic Voices Survey

Handout 2: Civics Ticket (with rubric)
Handout 3: Civics Responsibility Interview (with rubric)
Handout 4: Civic Voices Survey Results
Content and Instructional Strategies: 

· Beginning of Lesson: 
· Begin by asking: What are your responsibilities? Place items on the board.  
· Next, ask them to distinguish their personal responsibilities (e.g., to do homework or pick up their room) and civic responsibilities (e.g., help other students at school or keep the classroom clean).  In what ways are your personal and civic responsibilities similar and in what ways are they different?  
· Explain that today’s lesson will focus on their civic responsibilities.  In what ways are we responsible to other people in our school, communities, state, nation, and world?

· Middle of Lesson: 
· Define responsibility.  Responsibility is “a duty or obligation to do something or not to do something.”
 Civic responsibility refers to what you are obligated to do as a citizen or member of society. Civic responsibilities may come from the law or from your beliefs about what you should do. Some civic responsibilities are required (such as obeying the law and paying your taxes). Other responsibilities are voluntary (for example, voting, joining a group, or volunteering to work for a group). 
· Divide students into groups of four.  Provide each student with Handout 1, Civic Voices Survey.  
· Take a few minutes to explain some of the vocabulary. For example, number 11 means that you should always pay your taxes. 

· Have each group rate the items in the survey from least important (1) to most important (7) and justify their ratings.

· After groups have rated the items, call on each group to share their results and explain their ratings to the class.

· End of Lesson: 
· Have students fill out Handout 2, Civics Ticket, that asks students to identify the civic responsibilities they think are most important and explain why they are important. (A rubric is on the same page as the ticket.)
Reviewing and Using the Lesson: Students should select three of the civic responsibilities they value most and provide clear examples of the ways they could fulfill those responsibilities—either now or in the future.

Extending the Lesson: Ask students to identify a civic responsibility that they are obliged to fulfill (e.g., obey the law) and one that they choose to fulfill (e.g., volunteering to help the needy).  Next, ask students to explore what motivates them to fulfill responsibilities (e.g., the law, personal beliefs). 

Enrichment: Have students to complete Handout 3, Civics Responsibilities Interview.  Students ask an adult to complete the Civic Voices Survey and compare the adult’s answers with their own. (A rubric follows the handout.)
Students can use Handout 4, Civic Voices Survey Results, to compare their survey results with those of other students in the United States and around the world. Alternatively, students can complete their survey online at www.civicvoices.org and their results will be automatically compared. If they do the online version, their survey becomes part of a growing data base that includes over 15,000 students in over fifteen countries!
Assessment: See rubrics for Civics Ticket and Civics Responsibilities Interview.



Handout 1
Civic Voices Survey
Your group should discuss the importance of the following civic responsibilities. Rate these responsibilities on a scale of 1–7, with 1 meaning extremely unimportant and 7 meaning extremely important.  Be prepared to explain your reasoning.

_________  Vote in elections? 

_________  Be active in voluntary organizations?
_________  Be active in politics?
_________  Choose products for political, ethical, or environmental reasons?
_________  For his or her opinion, independently of others?
_________  Try to understand reasoning of people with other opinions?
_________  Keep watch on the actions of government?
_________  Serve on a jury if called?
_________  Always obey laws and regulations?
_________  Report a crime that he or she may have witnessed?
_________  Never try to evade taxes?
_________  Being willing to serve in the military in a time of need?
_________  Support people in your own country who are worse off than yourself?
_________  Help people in the rest of the world who are worse off than yourself?
Source: This survey was developed by political scientist Russell Dalton and can be found on the Civic Voices website <www.civicvoices.org>.
CIVICS TICKET OUT THE DOOR


Handout 3
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES INTERVIEW
NAME: 
_______________________________

PERIOD: 
_____________

DATE:

_____________

DIRECTIONS:
Provide an adult you know with the Civic Voices survey.  Ask him/her to complete the survey.  After he or she has completed the survey, discuss the similarities and differences of the two surveys with that person. Ask why he or she gave a rating of 6 or 7 some responsibilities and not others. After sharing, write a summary of the main points of your interview on the space provided below.  This summary will be graded using the Civic Responsibilities Interview rubric. Submit both surveys and this page to your teacher.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES INTERVIEW RUBRIC

	CONTENT
	3

Offers a comparison of relevant opinions demonstrating understanding of topic and providing analysis.  
	2

Summarizes opinions that demonstrate understanding but analysis not provided. 
	1

Relevancy of opinions not clear.  

	ARGUMENT
	3

Uses accurate, relevant evidence to support opinions.  Makes connections to class activity or interview.
	2

Uses brief evidence to support opinion, connections not provided.
	1

Opinion is unclear.  Information is inaccurate.



	COMMENTS


	TOTAL


Handout 4
Civic Voices Survey Results 
from Students in the U.S. and Around the World

	
	Worldwide
	
	
	
	United States
	

	1
	Independent Thinking
	6.14
	
	1
	Voting
	5.86

	2
	Understanding Others
	5.92
	
	2
	Obeying Laws
	5.86

	3
	Obeying Laws
	5.82
	
	3
	Independent Thinking
	5.83

	4
	Paying Taxes
	5.65
	
	4
	Understanding Others
	5.74

	5
	Domestic Social Support
	5.60
	
	5
	Reporting Crimes
	5.68

	6
	Reporting Crimes
	5.56
	
	6
	Paying Taxes
	5.66

	7
	Voting
	5.49
	
	7
	Watching Government
	5.38

	8
	Military Service
	5.29
	
	8
	Domestic Social Support
	5.36

	9
	Watching Government
	5.11
	
	9
	International Social Support
	5.19

	10
	International Social Support
	4.85
	
	10
	Jury Service
	5.04

	11
	Jury Service
	4.77
	
	11
	Volunteering
	4.75

	12
	Volunteering
	4.74
	
	12
	Political Activity
	4.48

	13
	Political Activity
	4.36
	
	13
	Ethical Purchasing
	4.47

	14
	Ethical Purchasing
	4.35
	
	14
	Military Service
	4.40


NOTE: The numbers in this table are for survey results on February 15, 2011. At that time, worldwide included 15,026 students from 17 countries; United States included 3,476 students.

Source: Civic Voices <www.civicvoices.org>

This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Thomas S. Vontz (tvontz@ksu.edu). 





Handout 2


What civic responsibilities are most important to you?  Why?  





	Name:  __________________________________





T	_____________________________________________________________________


I	_____________________________________________________________________


C	_____________________________________________________________________


K	_____________________________________________________________________


E	_____________________________________________________________________


T	_____________________________________________________________________





O	_____________________________________________________________________


U	_____________________________________________________________________


T	_____________________________________________________________________





T	_____________________________________________________________________	


H	_____________________________________________________________________


E	_____________________________________________________________________





D	_____________________________________________________________________


O	_____________________________________________________________________


O	_____________________________________________________________________


R	_____________________________________________________________________








Ticket Out The Door Rubric





CONTENT�
3


Offers relevant opinion on topic that demonstrates understanding of topic and provides analysis.  �
2


Offers an opinion that demonstrates understanding but analysis not provided. �
1


Relevancy of opinion not clear.  Does not demonstrate understanding�
�
ARGUMENT�
3


Uses accurate, relevant evidence to support opinion.  Makes connections to class activity or discussion.�
2


Uses brief evidence to support opinion, connections not provided.�
1


Opinion is unclear.  Information is inaccurate.


�
�
COMMENTS
































�
TOTAL�
�









� Center for Civic Education, Foundations of Democracy: Authority, Privacy, Responsibility and Justice (Calabasas, CA: Center for Civic Education, 2005), p. 118.
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