Attachment 3
	


What is a Citizen?

A citizen is a native or naturalized member of a state or nation who owes allegiance to its government and is entitled to its protection.
	


Attachment 3
What is a Democracy?
A democracy is a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically held free elections.

Attachment 3
Rights of a Citizen

Basic and important rights of a citizen include three types of rights:  Political rights (such as the right to vote, run for office, freedom of political speech and political association), economic rights (like owning property, buying and selling and running businesses) and personal rights (such as freedom of religion, expression, association, privacy and to move about and live where one pleases).
· Right to vote in elections for public officials.

· This is the single most significant act of a citizen.  When citizens vote, they show who has the power.

· Honest elections are central to democracy.

· Right to run for elected office.  

· Freedom to express yourself.  This is sometimes called the right of free speech.
· Freedom to worship as you wish, also known as the freedom of religion.
· Right to a prompt, fair trial by jury.

· Right to apply for federal employment.

Attachment 3
Responsibilities of a Citizen

Responsibility refers to citizen’s acceptance of the task of acting for the welfare of themselves, their families, their communities and their nation.  People who are known as “responsible” are those who can be counted upon to fulfill their obligations.

· Support and defend the Constitution.

· Stay informed of the issues affecting your community.

· Participate in the democratic process.

· Respect and obey federal, state, and local laws.

· Respect the rights, beliefs, and opinions of others.

· Participate in your local community.

· Freedom to pursue “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

· Pay income and other taxes honestly, and on time, to federal, state, and local authorities.

· Serve on a jury when called upon.

· Defend the country if the need should arise.
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