Civitas Lessons on Democracy

All Equal – All Different
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in Florida and Hungary under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The primary lesson contributor is Krisztina Racz, Trefort Agoston Bilingual Secondary School, Budapest, Hungary. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Krisztina Racz (kriszta.racz@gmail.com) and international@civiced.org.
Grade Level/Age: from grade 9 to 12, depending on the roles and statements to chosen by the teacher
Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Rights, Responsibility, Diversity, Human Rights, Current Events
Lesson Source: http://www.mobilitas.hu/kompasz/kezikonyv_web
Lesson Description: The students are to be provided with ample space in the classroom (preferably no chairs and desks, or those packed in one corner of the room). The class is to be divided into two groups. Members of one group have to stand next to each other forming a straight line while members of the other group are the observers. When the first set of tasks is completed, the two groups change places, and those who were the active participants become observers while the previous observers become the active participants.
The teacher has some statements prepared and has to read the statements to the active participants [Attachment A]. Meanwhile, the participants have already been provided with a card on which there is a role that they have to play [Attachment B]. If the statement is about something which is true for any of the participants, they have to take a step forward. Those who feel that the statement is not true/not relevant to them, have to stay and not take a step forward. The other group, when all the statements are read by the teacher, has to guess what was the role of the active participants on the card they were given.

 Lesson Purpose: To make the students realize that they can be regarded as a minority any time, depending on the situation. Also, to make them realize how those treated differently because of any reason may feel and how the drawbacks of belonging to a minority group can affect their everyday life.
Lesson Outcomes: By the end of the lesson the students should be able to understand how it feels to be a minority, to be different, and to be discriminated against in any way.
Terms and Concepts to Understand: role play, minority, discrimination, deprivation, equal rights for everyone, intelligent guess, active listening
Content and Instructional Strategies: 

· Beginning of Lesson: When the active participants are provided with their role cards [Attachment B], the teacher may help them to be able to put themselves into the given role by asking questions like: ‘How was your childhood?’ ‘Where did you live?’ ‘Who did you play with as a child?’ ‘What was the job of your father/mother?’ ‘How many brothers or sisters have you got?’ ‘How much do you earn?’ ‘What are your hobbies?’ ‘What do you do in your free time?’ ‘What are you afraid of the most?’
· Middle of Lesson: While the statements are read to the active participants [Attachment A], after reading each statement the teacher should give the participants a couple of seconds to be able to decide whether to take a step forward or not. When the first group is ready, the observers can be asked questions like: ‘What roles do you think the active participants had to play?’ ‘How did you feel as observers/outsiders while listening to the statements?’  ‘How hard do you think it was for the active participants to decide whether to take a step forward or to stay in the line?’ These questions may be asked from the active participants, too, when the task is completed.
· End of Lesson: The teacher has to make sure that the students are not left with hard feelings about the task since some of the roles are pretty negative. However, the teacher must also make them realize that the roles given to them are not fictional and that roles or ‘situations’ like these do exist in many societies. Questions that the teacher may ask after the whole task, depending on the age of the students involved: ‘Do you think that this task somehow reflects our society?’ ‘How did you feel when you got to know your role?’ ‘How easy/difficult was it for you to play your role?’ ‘Who has more, who has fewer opportunities in society?’ ‘What human rights can you mention in connection with the roles?’ ‘Those who moved forward faster, when did they realize that some of the others were lagging behind?’
Reviewing and Using the Lesson: At the end of the lesson the teacher has to make sure that the students got the point, that is, they should answer the questions above and either at the end of the lesson or, if necessary, at the beginning of the next lesson they should review the concepts such as equality, discrimination, equal rights, etc.
Extending the Lesson: Additional connections may be, either as a homework assignment or an essay: ‘In your neighborhood, are there any people whose job is to work with people who are in need/with people in similar situations? How much do you know about their job? Interview them and write a one-page essay about how they can help people in need.’
Enrichment: I cannot really imagine any special learning strategies during this particular lesson, however, if there is a follow-up lesson, any of the topics above may be learnt and reviewed by using the jigsaw method or before this given lesson any kind of multimedia material (short videos or photos of people in need) can be used.
Assessment: Assessments that can be utilized to evaluate mastery of the lesson outcomes: active listening, participation in the group activity, critical thinking.
Materials Required: paper, scissors to cut the role-play cards, ample space in the classroom

Handouts: 
· Attachment A: Teacher Resource: Statements Read by the Teacher

Attachment B: Teacher Resource: Role-play Cards Given to the Active Participants

Attachment A: Teacher Resource
Statements Read by the Teacher
You have never in your life got into a serious financial crisis.

Your living conditions are pretty good, you have a phone, a TV set.

You feel that your mother tongue, religion and cultural identity are accepted in the society in which you live in. 

You feel that your job is financially rewarding.

You are not afraid of being arrested by the police.

You can get a bank loan any time you want to.

If you need help, you know where you can go, who you can turn to.

You have never felt discrimination because of your origin.

You are provided with appropriate social and health care according to your needs. 

You can afford going to the mountains on holiday once a year. 

You can always invite your friends for dinner to your home. 

You frequently go to garden parties. 

You have an interesting life, you are optimistic about your future. 

You feel that you can learn and do whatever you would like to.

You are not afraid of being attacked either in the street or in the media.

You can and you actually do vote in local and national elections.

You can celebrate the major religious holidays with your relatives and close friends. 

You can take part in a conference held in another country.

You can go to the cinema or theatre at least once a week. 

You are not concerned about the future of your (potential) children.
You can afford to buy new clothes at least once every three months.

You can go to play golf/to shop in the mall with your friends during the weekend.
You can fall in love with the person you choose, and no one can forbid you to marry him/her. 
You can use the Internet and can profit from it.

Attachment B: Teacher Resource
Role-play Cards Given to the Active Participants
You are a single mother and are unemployed.

You are the daughter/son of the local bank manager, studying economics at university. 

You are the owner of a small Chinese restaurant in the suburb. 

You are a Hungarian migrant worker in London. 
You are a 19-year-old baby-sitter working for a German family.
You are 40, living in the National Institute for Blind People.
You live in a country where your father is the ambassador.
You are a pensioner, just retired from a shoe factory.

You are a handicapped young man/woman, can move only using a wheelchair. 
You are a seventeen-year-old Roma boy who has not finished secondary school yet. 
You are a heroine-addict, young white male.
You are an unemployed teacher in a country whose language you do not speak very well.

You are a young Afro-American model in Paris.
You are a 24-year-old Afghan refugee.

You are an illegal immigrant from Mali. 
You are 30, divorced, homeless.

You are a middle-aged man with HIV infection.

You are single, the executive manager of a multinational company. 
You are a single mother of three children, working in a textile factory.

You are the fifth child of a big family, your father is sick, and your mother occasionally works as a cleaning lady. 
You are a waitress in a night-bar. 
You are an autistic child; your parents are taking care of you.
You are a 20-year-old girl/boy, your parents moved to the United States from Latin-America. 
You are a Muslim girl living together with your parents who are deeply religious. 

You are a young teacher in a primary school, renting a flat; your parents cannot support you financially. 
You are a pensioner in Hungary.
You are a pensioner in the United States, living in Miami Beach during the summer. 

You are the star reporter of a TV channel. 
You are a university student, daughter of the mayor of a small village.

You are unemployed with a university degree recently gained. 
You are an activist in a radical movement.

You are a building constructor employing people illegally.
You are a nurse working three shifts in a hospital.

You have two children and you have just become unemployed.
You are a 14-year-old kid living in the street during the day, since you meet your parents only at 8 p.m. when they get home from work.

You are a Brazilian maid in one of the Holiday Inns.

You are a social worker taking care of homeless people, with four children.

You are at home with your newborn baby; your husband is a university student.

You are an Arabic medical student in Hungary.

Your job is to sell water in Africa.

You are a student taking evening classes to graduate, 30 years old. 
You are a former sportsman/sportswoman, now in wheelchair and addicted to alcohol due to an accident.
This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Krisztina Racz (kriszta.racz@gmail.com).
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