
 

 
The Equal Rights Amendment as an 
Issue of Distributive Justice 
 

  

 Pro-ERA in the 1970s Anti-ERA in the 1970s 
 
What benefit or burden is to be 
distributed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Who are the persons being 
considered to receive the benefit or 
burden? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Need: What were the arguments on 
each side on the need of such an 
amendment for women’s equality? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Capacity: What did each side think 
about the capacity of women to deal 
with the amendment if it passed? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Desert: What did each side think 
about what women deserved with 
regard to the amendment? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
List the values that affected each 
side’s opinion on this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
What interests affected each side’s 
opinion about this issue? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


