
Civitas Lessons on Democracy
What’s in a Word: the Definition of Democracy
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Grade Level/Age: Middle school and high school with special education adaptations*
Themes: Comparative Democracy, Foundations of Democracy, Authority, Privacy, Responsibility, Justice, Rights, Freedom, Property, Diversity, Participation, Constitutionalism, Human Rights, Comparative Public Policy
Subject:  Comparative Democracy
Lesson Purpose and Outcomes: To familiarize students with the concepts and terminology that will enable them to discuss democracy, including its elements, forms, and applications.

Materials Needed:  Prepared cards with definitions, countries, list of forms of democracy (see attachments).
Teacher/Student Prep (Terms and Concepts to Understand):  Discuss the difference in the terms “nation”, “state”, “country”, “regime” and “government”, explaining that in this class the appropriate term will be used in all discussions. (See Attachment A).  Review forms of government, reminding students that democracy is one of those forms. 
Procedure: 

(Beginning of Lesson): 

1.  Break into small groups.*  You will need the same number of groups as definitions. (6)

2.  Hand out definitions of  democracy”(Attachment B). Ask students to break down definitions into critical elements and to record each element of the definition. (Note the positive and negative elements of the definitions, asking the students whether they can reword the definitions into all positive terminology and why or why not.)

(Middle of Lesson):

3.  Discuss: Did all groups determine the same elements? Why or why not?  Go over the elements of a democracy (Attachment C).  Hand out a state (Attachment D) to each group and ask the groups to determine whether each country is a democracy based upon the elements given in Attachment C.

(End of Lesson):

4.  Provide each group a list of “forms of democracy” (Attachment E) and ask that each categorize the country they were given into a specific form.

(Review of Lesson):

5.  Post the state cards as examples to use in further discussions.  

Extending the Lesson:  Ask each student to research, bringing in the name of one example of the form of government designated to his or her group. (Enrichment: Bring in at least one example of each form of government studied.) At the beginning of the next class affix those names to cards and place each with the example on the board in the appropriate category.  Discuss whether the names are accurately categorized, and if not, why not.**  This would be an appropriate subject for a three paragraph essay.

Assessment:  For a later journal, exam, or essay provide each student a quotation (Attachment F) and ask that he or she write a three-paragraph essay in 30 to 45 minutes, according to and providing practice for state standard or standardized testing parameters (Sample Writing Rubrics attached—Attachment G).
Adaptations:
· If necessary, either allow those students with special needs to select their groups or provide them with a specified job in each group (i.e. timer, recorder, etc) in order to assure balance. They will select students with whom they are comfortable. Alternately, if unable to perform a given task, allow those students to select the cards and present them to their group, either reading the question to their group or being responsible for choosing a group member to read it.

** Students unable to research independently may each be given a card with the name and description of a state, and asked to categorize that state; they may be allowed to affix their cards first the next day and to have unlimited time for their essay.

Further Extension and Enrichment: If you have an extended class, and have time remaining following the writing of essays, or would like to spend more time on this issue, an open discussion of the periods in which those quoted lived, their chosen professions, etc. is appropriate: i.e. do the writers and philosophers have views that differ from the politicians, or how do the views of those who lived prior to 1865 differ from those who lived in the 20th century, or which of those quoted reflect cynicism or disdain of democracy. Why? Advanced students may want to review the sources online and consider each’s validity and political bias.
Summary of Standards Applied:


Social Sciences


5-8 NSS-C.5-8.1 CIVIC LIFE, POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT; NSS-C.5-8.2 

FOUNDATIONS OF THE POLITICAL SYSTEM; NSS-C.5-8.3 PRINCIPLES OF 

DEMOCRACY; NSS-C.5-8.4 OTHER NATIONS AND WORLD AFFAIRS


9-12 NSS-C.9-12.1 CIVIC LIFE, POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT; NSS-C.9-12.2 

FOUNDATIONS OF THE POLITICAL SYSTEM; NSS-C.9-12.3 PRINCIPLES OF 

DEMOCRACY; NSS-C.9-12.4 OTHER NATIONS AND WORLD AFFAIRS

US History 
NSS-USH.5-12.3 ERA 3: REVOLUTION AND THE NEW NATION (1754-1820s)


Language Arts

9-12  NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES; NL-ENG.K-12.4 

    COMMUNICATION SKILLS; NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE; 
   


NL- ENG.K-12.7 EVALUATING DATA; NL-ENG.K-12.9 MULTICULTURAL 

UNDERSTANDING; NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS


Geography 


K-12 NSS-G.K-12.5 ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY


Technology


K-12 NT.K-12.3 TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS

Teacher Resources:
· Attachment A: Terminology

· Attachment B: Definitions of Democracy
· Attachment C: Elements of a Democracy

· Attachment D: Nations

· Attachment E: Three Basic Types of Democracy

· Attachment F: Quotations about Democracy

· Attachment G: Sample Rubrics

Attachment A--Terminology
The terms, nation, state and country originally derived from differing disciplines:  cultural, political, and geographical, respectively.  In modern language, however, the definitions of the three terms have become garbled and somewhat confused.  (All definitions are from the Oxford Dictionaries Online [http://oxforddictionaries.com].) Accurately, today, they may be defined as follows: Note 4

Nation - noun

a large aggregate of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, inhabiting a particular country or territory: leading industrialized nations


Origin:


Middle English: via Old French from Latin natio(n-), from nat- 'born', from the verb nasci


State - noun


2 a nation or territory considered as an organized political community under one 
government: Germany, Italy, and other European states

an organized political community or area forming part of a federal republic: the German state of Bavaria


(the States) informal term for United States

3 the civil government of a country: services provided by the state


Country - noun (plural countries)

1 a nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory: the country's increasingly precarious economic position. Note 5

... the people of a nation: the whole country took to the streets


3 an area or region with regard to its physical features: a tract of wild country

Origin:  Middle English: from Old French cuntree, from medieval Latin contrata (terra) '(land) 
lying opposite', from Latin contra 'against, opposite'
Students should also be familiar with the terms “Regime”, “Government” and “Confederation” and should comprehend the concept of “National Identity”.


Regime - noun


1 a government, especially an authoritarian one. Note 1
2 a system or planned way of doing things , especially one imposed from above: detention centers with a very tough physical regime


Origin: late 15th


Government - noun

1 [treated as singular or plural] the governing body of a nation, state , or community: an agency of the federal government


the system by which a nation, state , or community is governed...

the action or manner of controlling or regulating a nation, organization, or people: rules for the 
government of the infirmary


the group of people in office at a particular time ; administration: the election of the new 
government Note 2


Pronunciation:/ˌgəvər(n)ˈmentl/


Origin: Middle English: from Old French governement, from governer  (see govern)


Confederation - noun
an organization that consists of a number of parties or groups united in an alliance or league: a confederation of trade unions

a more or less permanent union of countries with some or most political power vested in a central authority Note 3

Origin:

late Middle English: from Old French confederacion or late Latin confederatio(n-), from 
Latin 
confoederare, from con- 'together' + foederare 'join in league with' (from foedus 
'league, treaty')


Legitimacy - noun
Finally, review the concept of legitimacy “which refers to the value whereby something or someone is recognized as right and proper;” that is, the recognition of a country as a legitimate entity. See O’Neil, Patrick, Essentials of Comparative Politics, W. W. Norton and Co, New York 2004, p. 36.

Note 1 A contemporary study of Comparative Government explains the concept of “regime” as either democratic or authoritarian, and refers to the “locus of power and the use of that power,” noting that as political control changes, so does the regime. See O’Neil, Patrick, Essentials of Comparative Politics, W. W. Norton and Co, New York 2004, p 24-25.

Note 2 The leadership of a country. O’Neil, Patrick, Essentials of Comparative Politics, W. W. Norton and Co, New York 2004, p 24-25

Note 3 Consider discussing the European Union, Russian Federation, Canada, and “African Confederation.”

Note 4 This terminology is of particular importance for those students who may take A.P. Comparative Government, as recognition of these terms will be the subject of evaluation.  Further, a basic understanding of the differences in these terms should clarify the often confusing material.  

Note 5 “ Finally we have country, which can be seen as shorthand for all the concepts so 
far discussed - state, government, regime - as well as the people who live in that political system.  We will commonly speak about various countries in this textbook, and when we do, we are referring to the entire political entity and its citizens.” O’Neil, Patrick, Essentials of Comparative Politics, W. W. Norton and Co, New York 2004, p. 27.

Attachment B--Definitions of Democracy

Dictionary.com 

a.  the political orientation of those who favor government by the people or by their elected representatives


b.  a political system in which the supreme power lies in a  body of citizens who can elect 
people 
to represent them


c.  majority rule: the doctrine that the numerical majority of an organized group can make 
decisions binding on the whole group

Miriam Webster Dictionary 

a.  government by the people: a form of government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system

b.  a state having such a form of government: The United States and Canada are such democracies


c.  a state or society characterized by formal equality of rights and privileges


political or social equality; democratic spirit

d.  the common people of a community as distinguished from any privileged class; the common people with respect to their political power

DUHAIME.org

(D)democracy is a political system by which the citizens of a country govern themselves.... where their elected representatives make laws; the executive branch administers those laws and is responsible for the way it does so.

Democracy Building.info

Form of government, where a constitution guarantees basic personal and political rights, fair and free elections, and independent courts of law.

WordIQ.com

Democracy is a form of government under which the power to alter the laws and structures of government lies, ultimately, with the citizenry. Under such a system, legislative decisions are made by the people themselves or by representatives who act through the consent of the people, as enforced by elections and the rule of law.
Oxford Dictionary Online


a. a system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state , 
typically through elected representatives: a system of parliamentary democracy


b. [count noun] a state governed under a system of democracy: a multiparty democracy

c. control of an organization or group by the majority of its members: the intended extension of industrial democracy


d. the practice or principles of social equality: demands for greater democracy

Attachment C-- Elements of a Democracy

 From http://www.democracy-building.info/systems-democracy.html 

Different Systems of Democracy  

Democracy is not a sharply defined form of government that would need to be implemented in just one and no other way. Both in theory and in practice there are as many systems of democracy than democratic countries. Nevertheless there are some general features as well as some groups of democratic systems that may be distinguished from each other. Contrary to other authors, I will not try to present pure and ideal theories but rather start from the other side: how can the different systems of democracy be distinguished in everyday political life.

The Common Features of Democracy

Before we look at the differences, it might be useful to recall the basic principles common to all forms of democracy, however.
1. Separation of Powers
· Legislative Power: parliament

normally in two chambers

· Executive Power: government and administration

· Judicative (Judicial) Power: courts of justice


2. Constitution


3. Laws debated and passed by the parliament


4. Decrees by the government
    based on laws and regulating the details how to the laws shall be applied in practice


5. Elections


6. Political Parties

            7. Referendums

Though there are massive differences on how frequent referendums are and on which    level they apply (constitution or single laws), the concept as such is known in any practical form of democracy.

Attachment D--Nations / Constituciones Políticas:  Constitutions / Constituciones Políticas
http://pdba.georgetown.edu/constitutions/constitutions.html
North and Central America  


 Belize

 Canada

 Costa Rica

 El Salvador

 Guatemala

 Honduras

 México

 Nicaragua

 Panama

 U.S.A.
 

Caribbean


 Antigua & Barbuda
              Bahamas
              Barbados 


 Cuba
              Dominica

 Dominican Republic 


 Grenada
              Haiti
              Jamaica
              St. Kitts & Nevis
              St. Lucia
              St. Vincent & Grenadines

 Trinidad & Tobago
South America

             Argentina 

              Bolivia
              Brazil
              Chile
              Colombia
              Ecuador
              Guyana
              Paraguay
              Peru
              Suriname
              Uruguay
              Venezuela
Attachment E--Three Basic Types of Democracy

Any form of democracy tries in its own way to ascertain the will of the people and to bring public affairs into line with it. Theoretically, this can be achieved by direct participation of all citizens (Direct Democracy) or by a body of elected representatives (Representative Democracy). Within the group of Representative Democracies the focus may be on a strong president (Presidential Democracy) or on a strong parliament (Parliamentary Democracy). As already mentioned, the question is not whether there exist some forms of direct participation or of representation but rather on how much importance they are given in a certain system.

DirectDemocracy - Example: Switzerland
1.  Head of State: Any member of government in turn (for one year), no practical importance (Ceremonial)

2.  Government: members with equal rights, elected by the parliament,

representing all major parties (not really unanimous, but extremely stable)

3.  Parliament: elected for a fixed legislative period, no dissolution; changing coalitions, sometimes even extreme right and extreme left together against the center (though for different reasons) Parliament elected for a fixed legislative period, no dissolution; changing coalitions, sometimes even extreme right and extreme left together against the center (though for different reasons)

Government members need not be members of parliament; Strong position of the people (frequent referendums on single laws)

4. Laws are created in four steps:


1. Draft by the administration


2. Consultation of federal states, political parties, entrepreneurs, unions and other 
interested groups


3. Parliamentary debate and final version passed


4. Possibility of a referendum

If a strong party or lobby threatens to call for a referendum, the parliament might be inclined to a compromise, the formal consultation process gives the public a clear view of the critical aspects and the pros and cons already at an early stage.  The process of making laws is rather slow, which may be a handicap with more technically oriented laws (regulating questions of broad public interest but addressing a small number of professionals). Laws concerning everybody's everyday's actions, however, may get more attention and acceptance by the public and therefore be more effective due to the intense public debate.

History shows that from time to time the Swiss people does correct decisions of parliament and government that give in too much to lobby pressure, so Direct Democracy seems to offer effective checks and balances. But sometimes it just takes a long time (decades, not years) until a new idea is finally broadly accepted.

Presidential Democracy - Examples: USA, France

1.  Head of State:  The President is head of state and leader of the government; President elected by the people nominates the ministers [members of government]

2.  Parliament: elected for a fixed legislative period; clear institutional separation of parliament and government (but the officials may cooperate as closely as in the other systems, if they like to do so)

Government: members need not be members of parliament

Strong position of the president (veto)

3.  Laws are debated and passed by the parliament;  lobbyists do not have a formal right to be heard, but do exercise some influence on members of parliament in reality;the president may block a law by veto; as the president is elected as a personality (not only as a party leader) by the people (not by the parliament), he may or may not rely on a majority of the parliament (in practice there have been some periods with a president forced to cooperate with a majority of oppositional members of parliament)

A strong president may act immediately - but there is a certain risk that he rushes to conclusions he may hardly be willing to withdraw from even if they prove to be unwise from a later point of view.

4.  The separation of powers: though it might seem very clear in theory - does not automatically provide more effective checks and balances between parliament and government than in a Parliamentary Democracy.

ParliamentaryDemocracy - Examples: UK, Germany, Spain, Italy

1.  Head of State: is a different function than prime minister, it may be a monarch (queen/king) or an elected person

2.  Government: elected by the parliament based on a majority, may be dismissed by the parliament (especially when based on a coalition of several parties)

3. Parliament: elected for a legislative period, dissolution and early new elections possible if a clear majority cannot be established

Government members must be elected members of parliament

Strong position of the political parties

4.  Laws are proposed by the government (being the leaders of the coalition of parties)

laws are debated and passed by parliament; lobbyists do not have a formal right to be heard, but do exercise some influence on members of parliament in reality; if there is a solid majority, compromises are sought within the coalition (and may sometimes represent tactics rather than conviction), the opposition may be ignored until the next elections but then laws may be revoked or changed by a new majority

If there are many small parties in a country, the close dependence of the government on a parliamentary majority may undermine the stability of the government.

If there are only two relevant parties and one has a comfortable majority, the parliamentary system offers few effective checks and balances.

Conclusion

Though there are remarkable formal and institutional differences between the systems of Direct, Presidential and Parliamentary Democracy, there are more or less successful examples for any of these systems.  Therefore the practical results - measurable by different factors such as national wealth (both mean income and distribution of wealth), accessibility and standards of education, life expectancy, infant mortality, corruption and so on - tend to depend less on the choice of one system or another but rather on what might be called an "established culture of democracy", consisting of both know-how (experience how the system once chosen works in practice) and trust that it works and it pays - for the society as a whole as well as for the individuals.
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Attachment F—Quotations about Democracy 
One method of reviewing these quotations would be to do a round robin exercise.  Tell the students they will each have to write a paragraph explaining their own quotation.  Have the teacher read the first one.  Determine a method of rotation.  Have the first student decide if he or she wants the quotation read by the teacher or wants a new one.  If he or she chooses a new one, he will read it to the class.  The second student will decide if he or she wants one of those already read or wants the new one.  If, he or she chooses to take one already read, the student from whom he takes the quotation reads the new one.  And so on... This works well and mandates that the students listen to each quotation carefully.  Follow through and have each student write a paragraph after class discussion and the reading of all quotations. (Because the teacher read the first quotation, each student will have had a real choice; no one will be stuck.)

Note:  Choose one, a small number or a different one for each student, according to what works best for your students. Those quotations most appropriate for middle school are preceded by a “MS.” Do not hesitate to review and change designations according to your classroom of students. A substantial variety of quotations has been provided so that each teacher has the ability to select those he or she prefers to use; some quotations are more sophisticated or coarse and should be edited according to local standards or students’ ages and abilities.
MS People say that in a democracy, decisions are made by a majority of the people.  Of course, that is not true.  Decisions are made by a majority of those who make themselves heard and who vote - a very different thing.  Walter H. Judd, Minnesota Politician, early 20th Century

MS The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are willing to work and give to those who would not.  Thomas Jefferson, Founding Father, President

MS The concept of Democracy means more than majority rule... In my view, a democracy requires that legislators take into account the interests of majorities and minorities alike, all of whom will be affected by the decisions they make.  Canadian Supreme Court Justice Iocobucci, Modern Canadian Jurist

MS The best argument against Democracy is s five minute conversation with the average voter.  Winston Churchill British Prime Minister, Early to Mid 20th Century

MS A Democracy is a government in the hands of men of low birth, no property, and vulgar employment.....it is when the indigent, and not the men of property, are the rulers.  Aristotle, Classical Greek Philosopher

Democracy is a process by which the people are free to choose the men who will get the blame.  Dr. Laurence J. Peter, Educator and Writer, Mid 20th Century

MS Democracy is a government of the people, by the people and for the people.  Abraham Lincoln, President

Democracy is a form of worship.  It is the worship of Jackals by Jackasses.  Henry Louis Mencken, American Humorist and Writer, Early to Mid 20th Century

Democracy consists of choosing your dictators after they’ve told you what you think it is you want to hear.  Alan Coren, Modern English Humorist

Democracy don’t [sic] rule the world.  You’d better get that in your head; this world is ruled by violence.  But I guess that’s better left unsaid.  Bob Dylan, Modern American Folksinger

MS Democracy is being allowed to vote for the candidate you dislike the least.  Robert Byrne, Modern American Writer and Pool-player

Democracy must be something more than two wolves and a sheep voting on what to have for dinner.  James Bovard, Modern Political Author

MS All democracies are based on the proposition that power is very dangerous and that it is extremely important not to let any one person or small group have too much power for too long a time.  Aldous Huxley, English Novelist Early to Mid 20th Century

MS  Democracy means government by discussion, but it is only effective if you can stop people talking.
Clement Atlee, British Prime Minister, mid 20th Century
Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that more than half of the people are right more than half the time.
E. B. White, Modern Writer

Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by the corrupt few.
George Bernard Shaw, British Playwright and Writer, Mid 20th Century

The whole dream of democracy is to raise the proletarian to the level of stupidity attained by the bourgeois. Gustave Flaubert , French Writer, 19th Century

As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This expresses my idea of democracy. Abraham Lincoln 

MS It has been said that democracy is the worst form of government except all the others that have been tried. Winston Churchill , British Prime Minister, Mid 20th Century

MS The ignorance of one voter in a democracy impairs the security of all. John F. Kennedy, Modern American President

MS In a democracy the poor will have more power than the rich, because there are more of them, and the will of the majority is supreme. Aristotle, Classical Greek Philosopher

MS On account of being a democracy and run by the people, we are the only nation in the world that has to keep a government four years, no matter what it does. Will Rogers, Modern American Humorist

An ideal form of government is democracy tempered with assassination. Voltaire, French author, 18th Century

Democracy... while it lasts is more bloody than either aristocracy or monarchy. Remember, democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself. There is never a democracy that did not commit suicide. John Adams, Founding Father, American President

MS Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education. Franklin D. Roosevelt, American President, Mid 20th Century

Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien power over us. The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a President and senators and congressmen and government officials, but the voters of this country. Franklin D. Roosevelt , American President, Mid 20th Century

Democracy is the road to socialism. Karl Marx, Soviet Philosopher and Dictator, early 29th Century

I say that democracy can never prove itself beyond cavil, until it founds and luxuriantly grows its own forms of art, poems, schools, theology, displacing all that exists, or that has been produced anywhere in the past, under opposite influences. Walt Whitman, Philosopher and Writer, 19th Century

Democracy is a pathetic belief in the collective wisdom of individual ignorance.....it is the art and science of running the circus from the monkey cage.....it is only a dream: it should be put in the same category as Arcadia, Santa Claus, and Heaven. H. L. Mencken, Writer, early and mid 20th Century

Every government is a parliament of whores. The trouble is, in a democracy, the whores are us. P. J. O'Rourke, Modern American Comedian

You can't put democracy and freedom back into a box. George W. Bush, Modern American President

MS A pure democracy is a society consisting of a small number of citizens, who assemble and administer the government in person. James Madison, Founding Father, President, late 18th and early 19th Century

MS To make democracy work, we must be a nation of participants, not simply observers. One who does not vote has no right to complain. Louis L'Amour, Modern American Western Writer

The experience of democracy is like the experience of life itself-always changing, infinite in its variety, sometimes turbulent and all the more valuable for having been tested by adversity. Jimmy Carter, Modern American President

MS Democracy is beautiful in theory; in practice it is a fallacy. Benito Mussolini, Italian Dictator, mid 20th Century

Democracy, as has been said of Christianity, has never really been tried. Stuart Chase, Writer, 1888-1985

The tyranny of a prince in an oligarchy is not so dangerous to the public welfare as the apathy of a citizen in a democracy. Charles de Montesquieu, French Philosopher and Political Writer, early 19th Century

As citizens of this democracy, you are the rulers and the ruled, the law-givers and the law-abiding, the beginning and the end. Adlai E. Stevenson, Modern American Politician 

It is not enough to merely defend democracy. To defend it may be to lose it; to extend it is to strengthen it. Democracy is not property; it is an idea. Hubert H. Humphrey, Modern American Politician

We can have democracy in this country, or we can have great wealth concentrated in the hands of a few, but we can't have both. Louis D. Brandeis, American Supreme Court Justice, Early to mid 20th Century

A modern democracy is a tyranny whose borders are undefined; one discovers how far one can go only by traveling in a straight line until one is stopped. Norman Mailer, Modern American Writer

Man's capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man's inclination to injustice makes democracy necessary. Reinhold Niebuhr, Modern American Theologian

The greatest blessing of our democracy is freedom. But in the last analysis, our only freedom is the freedom to discipline ourselves. Bernard Baruch, Modern American Businessman/Politician

MS There can be no daily democracy without daily citizenship. Ralph Nader, American Political Figure, Late 20th Century to early 21st Century

It is a strange fact that freedom and equality, the two basic ideas of democracy, are to some extent contradictory. Logically considered, freedom and equality are mutually exclusive, just as society and the individual are mutually exclusive. Thomas Mann, German Writer, Early to mid 20th Century

Attachment G—Sample Rubrics

SAT Essay Writing Rubric (HS)  http://blog.eprep.com/2006/12/04/sat-essay-rubric/
	1
	No plausible position is taken on the topic; severely lacking in examples, reasons and/or evidence
	Disorganized; little or no focus; incoherent
	Contains fundamental vocabulary mistakes
	Severely flawed sentence structure
	Grammar and word usage are so poor that they interfere with meaning; very poor mechanics (like punctuation)

	2
	Position on topic is unclear or extremely limited; inappropriate examples or reasons; insufficient evidence
	Poorly organized; lacks focus; problems with coherence or flow of ideas
	Poor use of language; indicates very limited vocabulary and poor word choice
	Frequent problems with sentence structure
	Grammar and word usage mistakes are frequent and interfere with meaning; poor mechanics

	3
	Position on topic demonstrates critical thinking skill applied inconsistently; inadequate examples, reasons or evidence
	Limited in organization and focus; demonstrates lapses in coherence or flow of ideas
	Displays developing use of language; contains indications of weak vocabulary and poor word selection
	Some problems with sentence structure; lacks a variety of sentence structures
	Contains many mistakes in grammar word usage and mechanics

	4
	Position on topic demonstrates competent critical thinking skill; example, reasons and evidence are adequate
	Generally organized and focused; demonstrates some coherence and attention to the flow of ideas
	Displays adequate, but inconsistent, use of language; vocabulary used is generally appropriate
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates some variety of sentence structure
	Contains some mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics

	5
	Position is effectively developed through strong critical thinking skill; examples, reasons and evidence are generally appropriate
	Well organized and focused; demonstrates coherence and ideas flow well
	Displays competent use of language; uses appropriate vocabulary
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates variety in sentence structure
	Generally free of mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics

	6
	Position effectively and insightfully developed through outstanding critical thinking skill; examples, reasons and evidence are clearly appropriate
	Well organized and clearly focused; clearly coherent and ideas flow seamlessly
	Displays skillful use of language; vocabulary is accurate and varied; words are appropriately and skillfully chosen
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates meaningful and skilled variety of sentence structure
	Free of most mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics


Persuasive Essay Rubric (MS)

Heidi Goodrich Andrade, Project Zero http://www.pz.harvard.edu/research/RubricsSelfPE.htm

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	The claim
	I make a claim and explain why it is controversial.
	I make a claim but don't explain why it is controversial.
	My claim is buried, confused and/or unclear.
	I don't say what my argument or claim is.

	Reasons in support of the claim
	I give clear and accurate reasons in support of my claim.
	I give reasons in support of my claim but I may overlook important reasons.
	I give 1 or 2 weak reasons that don't support my claim and/or irrelevant or confusing reasons.
	I do not give convincing reasons in support of my claim.

	Reasons against the claim
	I discuss the reasons against my claim and explain why it is valid anyway.
	I discuss the reasons against my claim but leave some reasons out and/or don't explain why the claim still stands.
	I say that there are reasons against the claim but I don't discuss them.
	I do not acknowledge or discuss the reasons against the claim.

	Organization
	My writing has a compelling opening, an informative middle and a satisfying conclusion.
	My writing has a beginning, middle and end. It marches along but doesn't dance.
	My writing is organized but sometimes gets off topic.
	My writing is aimless and disorganized.

	Voice and tone
	It sounds like I care about my argument. I show how I think and feel about it.
	My tone is OK but my paper could have been written by anyone. I need to tell more about how I think and feel.
	My writing is bland or pretentious. There is either no hint of a real person in it or it sounds like I'm a fake.
	My writing is too formal or too informal. It sounds like I don't like the topic of the essay.

	Word choice
	The words I use are striking but natural, varied and vivid.
	I make routine word choices.
	The words I use are often dull or uninspired or sound like I am trying too hard to impress.
	I use the same words over and over and over and over. Some words may be confusing to a reader.

	Sentence fluency
	My sentences are clear, complete, and of varying lengths.
	I have well-constructed sentences.
	My sentences are sometimes awkward, and/or contain run-ons and fragments.
	Many run-ons, fragments and awkward phrasings make my essay hard to read.

	Conventions
	I use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
	I generally use correct conventions. I have a couple of errors I should fix.
	I have enough errors in my essay to distract a reader.
	Numerous errors make my paper hard to read.
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