Civitas Lessons on Democracy

Democracy: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in Texas, New Mexico, and Costa Rica under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The lesson writers are Kim Boen and Elizabeth Dela Garza. Lesson reviewers are Janie Worst, Dodie Kasper, Patience LeBlanc, and Jerry Perry. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to make use of this lesson and provide feedback to Jan Miller (jmiller@texasbar.com) and international
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Grade Level/Age:  6‒8
Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Responsibility, Rights, Participation, Constitutionalism
Lesson Description: This is an interactive small group lesson where students will analyze key terms of a democracy.
Lesson Purpose: Students will understand the meaning of democracy and rights and responsibilities of citizens living in a democratic government.
Lesson Outcomes: Students will be able to be able to explain the importance of voluntary civic duty.  Students will be able to describe the relationships of rights and responsibilities in a democratic society.
Terms and Concepts to Understand:  Democracy, Citizens, Rights, Responsibilities
Content and Instructional Strategies: 

· Beginning of Lesson:  Build interest by giving students 5‒10 questions (based on teacher discretion), taken from the actual U.S. Citizenship Test [Attachment 1A]. When students finish share the answers found on the PowerPoint and allow students to self reflect [Attachment 1B].
· Introduce the terms democracy, citizen, right, and responsibility and ask students what they know about the terms.  Allow for students to share what they know about the terms. Tell students that they are going to examine the meanings of the terms by completing the vocabulary chart. (Teacher may choose between attachments 2A or 2B depending on preference. 2A uses the Frayer Model, while 2B uses the SIMS frame.)  Allow students time to complete.  Share and discuss. 
· Middle of Lesson: Once students understand terms, allow them to dig deeper into the meaning and how it relates to being a naturalized citizen of the United States of America. Set up four stations: one for each term. Have students move from station to station reading the information card (Attachment 3) and then completing the graphic organizer for Citizenship Vocabulary for each [Attachment 4A and 4B. 4A has been modified for students who struggle with reading levels.]
· When students finish have them get into groups of two to four and discuss the information they discovered discussing: What it means? What is it?  Examples? (Allow students freedom to modify or create their own Citizen Vocabulary graphic organizer.) After discussing the information cards explain that in order to become a citizen you not only have to pass an exam, but you must also take an oath to publically declare your allegiance to the United States.  Read the actual oath to the students then dissect each section putting together a kid-friendly version of the oath [Attachment 5].
· End of Lesson: Have students create a ten question citizenship test asking questions that relate to what US citizens should know about the rights and responsibilities of citizens living in a democracy. 
Extending the Lesson:  Have the students get with a partner and ask their test questions to one another.
Enrichment: Divide students into groups of two to four and have them create a public service announcement about what U.S. citizens should know about the rights and responsibilities of citizens living in a democracy.
Assessment:  To show mastery of the lesson objective, the student will create an original citizenship test of five to ten questions.
Handouts:

· Attachment 1: Student Handout: Can You Pass the U.S. Citizenship Test?
· Attachment 1B: Teacher Resource: Citizenship Quiz Answers

· Attachment 2A: Student Handout: Vocabulary Chart
· Attachment 2B: Student Handout: The FRAME Routine
· Attachment 3: Teacher Resource: Information Cards
· Attachment 4A: Student Handout: Citizenship Vocabulary
· Attachment 4B: Student Handout: Citizenship Vocabulary
· Attachment 5: Student Handout: Citizenship Oath of the United States of America

This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Jan Miller (� HYPERLINK "mailto:jmiller@texasbar.com" �jmiller@texasbar.com�).
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