Attachment 5
Citizenship Oath of the United States of America



An “oath” is a legal promise that someone says out loud, usually in front of witnesses.  One example of an oath is marriage vows, where one person promises to be married to another person.  This oath is a promise by a person to be a citizen of the United State of America.  Read the oath below out loud, and then look at the oath in its parts.  Decide why we require new citizens to take this oath, and then explore the reasons why we don’t make native citizens (people born in this country) take this oath.
"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the armed forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God."

Attachment 5
	Text from Oath
	What does it mean?
	Is this about rights, responsibilities, citizenship or democracy?

	I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, or whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen:
	I promise to give up any loyalty I have to my old country:
	

	That I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic:
	I will give my loyalty to the U.S. and the U.S. Constitution, and will protect them from enemies whether they are from the US or from other countries:
	

	That I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same:
	I will not lie about where my loyalties are:
	

	That I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law:  that I will perform noncombatant service in the armed forces of the United States when required by law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law;
	I will work for the U.S. government, the army, as a soldier or in a non-fighting capacity when there is an emergency that requires me to do so;
	

	And that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
	I make this promise with my whole heart, and without any lies;
	

	So help me God.
	Many oaths in the United States ask you to promise in the name of God.
	

	How does this oath make you feel?


	Does this oath say many things about rights, or is it mostly about responsibilities?


	Why do we make new citizens take this oath?  



	Why don’t we make natural born citizens of the United States take this oath?
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